The prayers are prepared locally for each
occasion. The following examples may be

adapted or used as appropriate.

United in the hope and joy of the resur-
rection, let us pray for the church, the
world, and all in need.

A brief silence.

Ever-present God, you make yourself
known in the breaking of the bread
and in the bonds of community. Reveal
yourself to us in the faces of all we
meet. Strengthened by your body and
blood, let us boldly live out your good
news. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

As we know you in the breaking of
the bread, we know you in the grains
of the field and the flowing waters.
Care for the earth you lovingly create.
Strengthen those who safeguard threat-
ened land and water. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

You are the authority to whom we dedi-
cate our lives ({tke Toyohiko Kagawa,
whom we commemorate today). Help us
keep the needs of those most vulner-
able at the forefront of our community.
Move us to care for any who are disre-
garded or oppressed. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Mothering God, you feed and comfort
those who hunger. Open the hearts of
those who hoard resources and lead
them to share your abundance. We pray
for anyone hungering for your comfort-
ing presence this day (especially). Hear
us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

You pour out your love on those who
are oppressed. Support and comfort
anyone who is marginalized for their
gender or sexuality and those whose
stories are not believed. Form this com-
munity to listen faithfully and speak
honestly in our ministry together. Hear
us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

We remember with thanksgiving all
your beloved saints (especially). As you
have raised them to eternal life, abide
with us in your promise of resurrection.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Rejoicing in the victory of Christ’s res-
urrection, we lift our prayers and praise
to you, almighty and eternal God;
through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.
Amen.

Monday Psalm 134. Tuesday (Mark, Evangelist) Mark 1:1-15. Wednesday Exodus 24:1-11. Thursday
Psalm 23. Friday 1 Peter 2:13-17. Saturday (commemoration of Catherine of Siena, theologian, died
1380) Ezekiel 34:1-16. Fourth Sunday of Easter Acts 2:42-47; Psalm 23; 1 Peter 2:19-25; John 10:1-10.
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Third Sunday of Easter
April 23, 2023

Today’s gospel begins with two disciples walking to Emmaus, overcome with sadness, loss, and
disappointment. They had hoped Jesus, who was crucified, would be the one to redeem Israel!
Yet the risen Christ walks with them and then opens their eyes in the breaking of the bread.
Each Sunday our hearts burn within us as the scriptures are proclaimed and Christ appears
to us as bread is broken and wine is poured. The story of Emmaus becomes the pattern of our
worship each Lord’s day.

O God, your Son makes himself known to all his disciples in the breaking of bread.
Open the eyes of our faith, that we may see him in his redeeming work, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Acts 2:14a, 36-41

Today’s reading is the conclusion of Peter’s sermon preached following the giving of the Holy
Spiirit to the apostles on the day of Pentecost. The center of his preaching is the bold declaration
that God has made the crucified Jesus both Lord and Christ.

so that your sins may be forgiven; and
you will receive the gift of the Holy
Spirit. **For the promise is for you, for
your children, and for all who are far
away, everyone whom the Lord our God
calls to him.” *And he testified with
many other arguments and exhorted
them, saying, “Save yourselves from this
corrupt generation.” #So those who wel-
comed his message were baptized, and
that day about three thousand persons
were added.

Peter, standing with the eleven, raised
his voice and addressed [the crowd]:

%“Let the entire house of Israel know
with certainty that God has made him
both Lord and Messiah, this Jesus whom
you crucified.”

¥Now when they heard this, they
were cut to the heart and said to Peter
and to the other apostles, “Brothers,
what should we do?” *¥Peter said to
them, “Repent, and be baptized every
one of you in the name of Jesus Christ
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