Prayers of Intercession

The prayers are prepared locally for each
occasion. The following examples may be
adapted or used as appropriate.

Trusting in God’s promise to reconcile
all things, let us pray for the church,
the well-being of creation, and a world
in need.

A brief silence.

Blessed One, today the church sings
glad hosannas as we enter Holy Week.
Prepare us to bear witness to Christ’s
suffering and death endured for our
sake. Gather your people around the
cross and comfort us with resurrection
hope. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Renew your good creation and protect
the balance of life on earth. Encourage
the work of foresters, scientists, arbor-
ists, gardeners, and river keepers. We
pray for the health of pollinating in-
sects, songbirds, and native plants.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Establish peace and justice among the
nations (regions in conflict may be named).
Hold to account any with authority to
Jjudge others. Grant that courts, legisla-
tures, and local governments will serve
with integrity and compassion. Hear us,
O God.

Your mercy is great.

Preparing for Next Week

Bring hope to any who feel forsaken or
forgotten. Make a way for refugees and
asylum seekers. Reunite families endur-
ing separation. We pray for any who
are incarcerated, institutionalized, or
in foster care, that they may know your
love. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Give energy and joy to our pastor/s,
deacons, worship leaders, and musi-
cians. Bless baptismal candidates, their
sponsors, confirmands, and teachers
(individuals preparing for baptism and
confirmation may be named). Watch over
those who travel. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Blessed One, our times are in your hand.
Sustain us in discipleship throughout
our lives and receive us into everlasting

life. (We give thanks for the courage of Oscar

Arnulfo Romero, bishop and martyr, whom
we commemorate today.) Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Accompany us on our journey, God of
grace, and receive the prayers of our
hearts, through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.

Celebrate

Sunday of the Passion / Palm Sunday
March 24, 2024

This week, the center of the church’s yean, is one of siriking contrasts: Jesus rides into Jerusalem
surrounded by shouts of glory, only to be left alone to die on the cross, abandoned by even his
closest friends. Mark’s gospel presents Jesus in his complete human vulnerability: agitated,
grieved, scared, forsaken. Though we lament Christ’s suffering and all human suffering, we
also expect God’s salvation: in the wine and bread, Jesus promises that his death will mark
@ new covenant with all people. We enter this holy week thirsty for the completion of God’s
astonishing work.

Procession with Palms Mark 11:1-11 or John 12:12-16 [not printed]

If possible, the assembly gathers at a designated place outside the usual worship space, so
that all may enter in procession. Palm branches, or branches of other trees and shrubs, are

Monday (Annunciation of Our Lord [transferred to April 1]) Psalm 36:5-11. Tuesday 1 Corinthians
1:18-31. Wednesday Isaiah 50:4-9a. Maundy Thursday 1 Corinthians 11:23-26. Good Friday (com-
memoration of Hans Nielsen Hauge, renewer of the church, 1824) John 18:1—19:42, Resurrection of
Our Lord/Vigil of Easter Ezekiel 37:1-14. Resurrection of Our Lord/Easter Day (commemoration of
John Donne, poet, 1631) Acts 10:34-43 orIsaiah 25:6-9; Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24; 1 Corinthians 15:1-11 orActs
10:34-43; Mark 16:1-8 or John 20:1-18,
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distributed before the service begins.

The presiding minister begins (repeated one
or more times).
Blessed is the one who comes in the
name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest.

When they were approaching Jerusalem,
at Bethphage and Bethany, near the
Mount of Olives, [Jesus] sent two of his
disciples *and said to them, “Go into
the village ahead of you, and immedi-
ately as you enter it, you will find tied
there a colt that has never been ridden;
untie it and bring it. *If anyone says to
you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ just say
this, ‘The Lord needs it and will send
it back here immediately.”” *They went
away and found a colt tied near a door,
outside in the street. As they were unty-
ing it, *some of the bystanders said to
them, “What are you doing, untying
the colt?” ®They told them what Jesus
had said; and they allowed them to take
it. "Then they brought the colt to Jesus
and threw their cloaks on it; and he sat
on it. ®Many people spread their cloaks
on the road, and others spread leafy
branches that they had cut in the fields.
“Then those who went ahead and those
who followed were shouting,
“Hosannal

Blessed is the one who comes in
the name of the Lord!
!“Blessed is the coming kingdom
of our ancestor David!
Hosanna in the highest heaven!”
"Then he entered Jerusalem and
went into the temple; and when he had
looked around at everything, as it was
already late, he went out to Bethany
with the twelve.

The presiding minister and the assembly
greet each other.
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.
Let us pray.
We praise you, O God, for redeeming
the world through our Savior Jesus
Christ. Today he entered the holy city in
triumph and was proclaimed messiah
and king by those who spread garments
and branches along his way. Bless these
branches and those who carry them.
Grant us grace to follow our Lord in
the way of the cross, so that, joined to
his death and resurrection, we enter
into life with you; through the same
Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

n. .
Ame continued



Procession with Palms, continued

The assisting minister addresses the assembly.
Let us go forth in peace,
in the name of Christ. Amen.

The assembly follows the ministers into the church. “All glory, laud, and honor” (ELW #344)
and other suitable hymns, psalms, or anthems may be sung as the people process into the
church or once they have taken their places.

The presiding minister concludes the procession.

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Prayer of the Day

Everlasting God, in your endless love for the human race you sent our Lord Jesus
Christ to take on our nature and to suffer death on the cross. In your mercy enable
us to share in his obedience to your will and in the glorious victory of his resurrec-
tion, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Psalm Psalm 31:9-16; refrain, Ps. 31:5
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In-to your hands, O Lorp, I com - mend my spir - it

R

Have mercy on me, O Lorbp, for I l'am in trouble;
my eye is consumed with sorrow, and also my throat ' and my belly.
For my life is wasted with grief, and my ! years with sighing;
my strength fails me because of affliction, and my bones! are consumed.
] am the scorn of my enemies, a disgrace to my neighbors,
a dismay to | my acquaintances;
when they see me in the street ! they avoid me.
121 jke the dead I am forgotten, ! out of mind;
I am as useless as a | broken pot. R
3For I have heard the whispering of the crowd; fear is I'all around;
they put their heads together against me; they plot to ! take my life.
4Byt as for me, I have trusted in 'you, O LORD.
I have said, “You !are my God.
"My times are ! in your hand,;
rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who! persecute me.
15Let your face shine up- ! on your servant;
save me in your ! steadfast love.” R

First Reading Isaiah 50:4-9a

The image of the servant of God is one of the notable motifs in the book of Isaiah. Today’s
reading describes the mission of the servant, whom early Christians associated with Jesus.
Like Jesus, the servant does not strike back at his detractors but trusts in God’s steadfast love.

I did not hide my face
from insult and spitting.

The Lord Gob has given me
the tongue of a teacher,
that I may know how to sustain
the weary with a word.
Morning by morning he wakens—

"The Lord Gob helps me;
therefore I have not been disgraced;
wakens my ear therefore I have set my face like flint,
to listen as those who are taught. and I know that I shall not be put to
5The Lord Gob has opened my ear, shame;
and I was not rebellious, 8he who vindicates me is near.
I did not turn backward. Who will contend with me?
5] gave my back to those who struck me, Let us stand up together.
and my cheeks to those who pulled Who are my adversaries?
out the beard; Let them confront me.
9Tt is the Lord Gop who helps me;
who will declare me guilty?

Second Reading Philippians 2:5-11

Christ did not act to attain status and glory but was obedient to God even lo the point of
death. Following Christ’s example, we do not seek personal status or glory but care for others
as God cared for us in Christ’s death.

Let the same mind be in you that wasin  *Therefore God also highly exalted
Christ Jesus, him
and gave him the name
that is above every name,
. God, o 050 that at the name of Jesus

did not regard equality with God every knee should bend,

as something to be exploited, in heaven and on earth and under
"but emptied himself, thie earth,

taking the form of a slave, and every tongue should confess

being born in human likeness. that Jesus Christ is Lord,

And being found in human form, 5 the Bl fGod the Fath
8he humbled himself o the glory ot (;od the rather.

and became obedient to the point
of death—
even death on a cross.

who, though he was in the form of

Gospel Mark 14:1—15:47 or Mark 15:1-39 [40-47] [not printed]

The passion story in Mark’s gospel presents Jesus as one who dies abandoned by all. He shows
himself to be the true Son of God by giving his life for those who have forsaken him.



