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SUNDAY WORSHIP
July 26, 2026
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GATHERING
PRELUDE: Cindy Josephson

GATHERING: “Surely the Presence of the Lord” (chorus 3 times)

Chorus: (open and with repeat at end of each verse)
Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place,
I can feel His mighty power and His grace.
I can hear the brush of angel’s wings
I see glory on each face;
Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place.
Words and Music by: Lanny Wolfe

© 1977 Lanny Wolfe Music
Song #7909 Used by Permission — CCLI #1976436

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

CORPORATE PRAYER:
“Into Your hands we commit our lives. Into Your hands we commit Your church.”

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS ELW, pp. 94-96
OPENING HYMN: “Holy Ground”
1. This is holy ground; 2. These are holy hands;
We’re standing on holy ground, He’s given us holy hands.
for the Lord is present He works through these hands
and where He is is holy. and so these hands are holy.
This is holy ground; These are holy hands;
We’re standing on holy ground, He’s given us holy hands.
for the Lord is present He works through these hands

and where He is is holy. and so these hands are holy.



3. These are holy lips; He’s given us holy lips.
He speaks through these lips and so these lips are holy.
These are holy lips; He’s given us holy lips.

He speaks through these lips and so these lips are holy.

Words and Music: Christopher Beatty
© 1982 Universal Music - Brentwood Benson Publishing; Birdwing Music
Song # 19526 Used by Permission — CCLI #1976436

GREETING

KYRIE

For a renewed vision of Your mission,

Lord, have mercy.

For hearts committed to advancing the Gospel,

Christ, have mercy.

For the courage to rebuild, renew, and reach others in Christ’s name,
Lord, have mercy.

avaTAa™

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Lord Jesus, You have called Your Church to make disciples and proclaim the Gospel
to the world. Fill us with Your vision and empower us by Your Spirit. May every
effort, every gift, and every sacrifice serve the greater purpose of changing lives

through Your saving grace. Amen.

WORD
15T READING: Nehemiah 2:11-18

So I came to Jerusalem and was there for three days. '“Then I got up during the night, I and
a few men with me; I told no one what my God had put into my heart to do for Jerusalem.
The only animal I took was the animal I rode. I went out by night by the Valley Gate past
the Dragon’s Spring and to the Dung Gate, and I inspected the walls of Jerusalem that had
been broken down and its gates that had been destroyed by fire. “Then I went on to the
Fountain Gate and to the King’s Pool, but there was no place for the animal I was riding to
continue. ’So I went up by way of the valley by night and inspected the wall. Then I turned
back and entered by the Valley Gate and so returned. '®The officials did not know where I
had gone or what I was doing; I had not yet told the Jews, the priests, the nobles, the
officials, and the rest who were to do the work.

continued on next page



"Then I said to them, “You see the trouble we are in, how Jerusalem lies in ruins with its
gates burned. Come, let us rebuild the wall of Jerusalem, so that we may no longer suffer
disgrace.” "I told them that the hand of my God had been gracious upon me and also the

words that the king had spoken to me. Then they said, “Let us start building!” So they

committed themselves to the common good.

2P READING: Acts 2:42-47
They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship,
to the breaking of bread and the prayers.
3 Awe came upon everyone because many wonders and signs were being done through
the apostles. **All who believed were together and had all things in common; **they would
sell their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. “Day by
day, as they spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their
food with glad and generous hearts, *’praising God and having the goodwill of all the
people. And day by day the Lord added to their number those who were being saved.

3RD READING: Ephesians 3:20-21

Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish abundantly far more
than all we can ask or imagine, ?'to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all
generations, forever and ever. Amen.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: ELW, p. 188

GOSPEL: Matthew 28:16-20

Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them.
"When they saw him, they worshiped him, but they doubted. '®And Jesus came and said to
them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. '°Go therefore and make
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the

Holy Spirit *’and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And
remember, [ am with you always, to the end of the age.”

HYMN: “Will You Come and Follow Me (The Summons)” ELW, #798
SERMON “Stewardship: Everything Belongs to God”  Pastor Barb Lemke

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended into hell.*
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
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he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH see insert
Tom & Tanya Lenahan  Jon & Patsy Lohmer Kevin Malle

COMMISSIONING OF THE COACHING TEAM see inside insert

OFFERING

Everything we have belongs to God.

We are stewards of His blessings.

We give with grateful hearts.

We serve with willing hands.

We build not for ourselves,

But for those who will come after us.

Together we move...

Forward in Faith, because every yard matters!

ol-Nol-NeoRa-Nelas

OFFERTORY: “Give Thanks”

Chorus:  Give thanks with a grateful heart. Give thanks to the Holy One.
Give thanks because He’s given, Jesus Christ His Son.

Verse:  And now let the weak say I am strong. Let the poor say I am rich.
Because of what the Lord has done for us.

Ending: Give thanks.

By Henry Smith © 1978 Integrity's Hosanna! Music (Admin. by Integrity Music)
CCLI Song #20285 — Used by permission CCLI #16220



HoLy COMMUNION

PRAYER
COMMUNION LITURGY “Here is Bread”
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THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

SONGS DURING COMMUNION:

“Change My Heart, O God” ELW, #3801
“Blest Be the Tie That Binds” ELW, #656
“I Love to Tell the Story” ELW, #661
“What Wondrous Love Is This” ELW, #666

POST COMMUNION BLESSING & PRAYER

SENDING
BENEDICTION
CLOSING SONG: “Here I Am, Lord” ELW, #574
CORPORATE PRAYER:

“Into Your hands we commit our lives. Into Your hands we commit Your church.”

GO IN PEACE

Worship Team for today:
Presider: Pastor Barb Lemke
Pianist: Cindy Josephson Hymnists: Ron and Doris Freund
Reader: Andrea French Greeter: Usher: Marv & Ev Kelley
Communion Asst.: Sean Gordon & Screen/Sound: Travis Kleven
Video FaceBook & YouTube: Jamie Villante

Scan this QR code for links to Bethel Lutheran’s Facebook page, website, and
YouTube channel or visit our LinkTree page at bit.ly/m/Bethel-Lutheran-Aurora
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— AN EVENING OF FUN, FRIENDLY COMPETITION, <
< AND FELLOWSHIP FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY! ~

PIE FOOTBALL | | - WATER
BAKE-OFF | THROWING | CORNHOLE BALLOON
«CONTEST |  CONTEST » | | TOURNAMENT ||+ ToSS

Bring your best Test your arm and Friendly Partner up and see
homemade pie! compete for bragging competition for how long you can keep
Entries will be rights and prizes! all ages! your balloon intact!
judged, and prizes Prizes for the
will be awarded. winning team!

PRlZES AWARDED FOR CONTEST WINNERS! = g
’w@ZZ AR L W N BRING YOUR FAMILY,

P R AYE R & FRIENDS, LAWN CHAIRS,
. @ AND A GREAT ATTITUDE!

* * * *




